Cadmium: mode of occurrence in illinois coals.
The cadmium content of 23 Illinois coals ranges from less than 0.3 to 28 parts per million. The higher cadmium contents are found in coals that also have a relatively high zinc content. Cadmium occurs in these coals in solid solution, replacing zinc in the mineral sphalerite (ZnS). The ratios of zinc to cadmium in sphalerites are similar to the ratios of zinc to cadmium in the whole coals from which the sphalerites were separated.